Symplocos caudata WALL is distributed in the Jiangxi and Zhejiang provinces of China. The roots of this plant are used as a remedy for icterus and arthritis in Chinese folk medicine. 1) Hitherto, no chemical constituents or bioactivities of this plant have been reported. In the course of our search for active components from this plant, three new phenolics, (1S, 13 C-NMR and distortionless enhancement by polarization transfer (DEPT) spectra showed one oxygenated methine signal at d C 74.7 (C-1), one methine signal at d C 57.4 (C-2), and one oxygenated methylene signal at d C 65.0 (C-3). These signals were suggestive of the presence of the 1,3-propanediol moiety. This was further supported by the heteronuclear multiple bond connectivity (HMBC) experiment (Fig. 1) . In the HMBC spectrum, the correlation peaks of H-2/C-1Ј, C-2Љ, C-6Љ; H-1/C-2Ј, C-6Ј, C-1Љ; and CH 3 O-/C-3Ј, C-3Љ indicated that two benzene rings were linked to the C-1 and C-2 of the 1,3-propanediol fragment and two methoxyl groups were located at the C-3Ј and C-3Љ in two benzene rings, respectively. The correlation of H-1ٞ with the C-4Ј at d C 147.2 in the HMBC spectrum and an enhancement of the proton signal at the H-5Ј on irradiation of the H-1ٞ in the nuclear Overhauser effect (NOE) experiment revealed that the saccharide moiety was attached to the C-4Ј. The anomeric proton signal at d Furthermore, enzymatic hydrolysis of 1 gave 1a and glucose. Glucose was identified by TLC comparing with an authentic sample. The erythro relative configuration at the C-1 and C-2 in 1 was suggested by comparing the NMR spectra with those of erythro and threo isomers.
2) The absolute con-figuration of C-1 and C-2 in 1 was established by the optical rotation. The optical rotation value of 1a was ϩ6.5°(cϭ0.08, MeOH), similar to that of (1S,2R)-1,2-bis(4-hydroxy-3-methoxyphenyl)-1,3-propanediol, 2) suggesting that the absolute configuration of C-1 and C-2 in 1 was S, R. All these results indicate that the structure of 1 was (1S,2R)-
Compound C-NMR data of 2 were similar to those of alangiplatanoside, except for saccharide moieties, suggesting that 2 has the same aglycon as alangiplatanoside. This was further confirmed by the detailed HMBC analysis (Fig. 1) . Additionally, the Ϫ22.2°) of 2a indicated that the H-7Ј and H-8Ј of stereoisomeric structure in 2 was trans. 4) In addition, 2a exhibited an identical circular dichroism (CD) spectrum at 292, 238 and 224 nm with (7R,8S)-4-O-methyldihydrodehydrodiconiferyl alcohol. 5) Thus, the absolute stereochemistry at the C-7Ј and C-8Ј positions in 2 was shown to be R and S, respectively. In addition, the eight known compounds, dihydrodehy- 10) glucose (9), 11) sucrose (10), 11) and inositol (11), 11) were isolated. Their structures were identified by TLC using authentic samples, UV, MS, 1 H-NMR, and 13 C-NMR spectral data.
Experimental General All melting points were determined on a Reichert Nr-229 micromelting point apparatus and are uncorrected. The optical rotations were measured on a Perkin-Elmer 241 digital polarimeter. UV spectra were determined with a Hitachi UV-240 spectrophotometer. IR spectra were recorded on an IMPACT 400 (KBr) spectrometer.
1 H-NMR (500 MHz), 13 C-NMR (125 MHz), NOE, HMQC and HMBC spectra were run on an INOVA-500 spectrometer with tetramethylsilane (TMS) as internal standard and values are given in ppm (d). HR-mass spectra were performed on a VG-Autospec-300 mass spectrometer. Silica gel (100-200, 200-300 mesh) (Qingdao) was used for column chromatography (CC) and silica gel GF-254 (Qingdao) for TLC and preparative TLC. Extraction and Isolation The dried roots of Symplocos caudata (7.8 kg) were exhaustively extracted with 95% EtOH at refluxed temperature. The EtOH extract was then concentrated under reduced pressure to give a residue (333 g), which was suspended in H 2 O, and the suspension was then extracted with petroleum ether, EtOAc, and n-BuOH. The n-BuOH extract was evaporated in vacuo to give a residue (122 g), which was chromatographed over silica gel column eluting with 
